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1 Introduction/Background:  

The Boundary Commission for England (BCE) has undertaken a review of parliamentary constituency boundaries. 

The Commission has published its final recommendations and Orders for the new parliamentary constituency 

boundaries will be made by 1 November 2023.  

Once the Orders for new parliamentary constituencies have been made, the new boundaries will be used for the 

next general election.  

If a parliamentary by election is called in the meantime, it would be run on existing boundaries.   

The review process was heavily informed by public consultation. The BCE developed and published initial 
proposals for constituencies across England. Representations from the public about these proposals were then 
taken in writing and at public hearings in each region of England across two rounds of consultation. In light of all 
the views expressed about these initial proposals, the BCE then conducted a further round of written consultation 
on the revised proposals.  

The BCE made a formal final report to the Speaker of the House of Commons in July 2023, recommending any 

changes that it believed were appropriate to the distribution, size, shape, name or designation of constituencies 

in England. 

2 Changes being implemented 

One of the large areas for change in Hertfordshire is in the south-western part of the county. The existing north–

south configuration of the constituency runs from Tring, through Berkhamsted, to Rickmansworth. Instead a new 

constituency named Harpenden and Berkhamsted, will have an east–west configuration from Tring, through 

Berkhamsted, to Harpenden. The constituency also includes the two Borough of Dacorum wards of Watling and 

Ashridge. 

The transfer of the Borough of Dacorum wards of Watling and Ashridge to the proposed Harpenden and 

Berkhamsted constituency from the existing Hemel Hempstead constituency means that, to bring the Hemel 

Hempstead constituency within the permitted electorate range, now includes the ward of Bovingdon, Flaunden 

and Chipperfield, currently in the existing South West Hertfordshire constituency.  

 

The Hemel Hempstead constituency will no longer include the Kings Langley ward, which is now included in the 

amended Three Rivers constituency. While this leaves the Kings Langley ward as the only Borough of Dacorum 

ward in a constituency otherwise wholly coterminous with Three Rivers district (known as an orphan ward10), it is 

necessary in order to bring the constituency within the electorate range, and unites the village of Kings Langley, 

including the train station, in the same constituency. 

 

Updated constituency lists are shown at Appendix A 
 

3 Acting Returning Officer Designations  

The Acting Returning Officer designations for the new constituencies (which Dacorum fall within), which will be 

created later this year are as follows:  

For the proposed new UK parliamentary constituency of Hemel Hempstead County Constituency,                               

Dacorum Borough Council will provide the Acting Returning Officer  

https://boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/2023-review/eastern/initial-proposals-for-new-parliamentary-constituency-boundaries-in-the-eastern-region/page/5/#footnote-10


For the proposed new UK parliamentary constituency of South West Hertfordshire County Constituency,              

Three Rivers District Council will provide the Acting Returning Officer. 

For the proposed new UK parliamentary constituency of Harpenden and Berkhamsted County Constituency,               

St Albans City and District Council will provide the Acting Returning Officer. 

4 Consultation 

All Dacorum Borough Council staff and electorate via the DBC website. The full review consultation was 

conducted by the Boundary Commission for England (BCE) 

5 Financial and value for money implications: 

The re-alignment of the parliamentary boundaries will not incur any costs other than back office resources. 

6 Legal Implications 

The Government must turn the recommendations of the BCE (and those of the equivalent Commissions for the 

other three parts of the UK) into an ‘Order in Council’ that implements the recommendations. The constituencies 

set out in the Order will then be implemented for the next General Election after the date on which the legislation 

is approved. 

The Polling Place Order will be amended and agreed by Full Council. 

7 Risk implications: 

Electoral matters require continual review to ensure that the democratic process operates effectively. A failure to 

provide polling places within set boundaries would result in huge reputational damage. 

8 Equalities, Community Impact and Human Rights: 

There are no equalities or community impacts arising directly from this report.  

9 Sustainability implications (including climate change, health and wellbeing, community safety) 

There are no sustainability implications arising directly from this report. 

10 Council infrastructure (including Health and Safety, HR/OD, assets and other resources) 

There are no council infrastructure implications arising directly from this report. 

11 Conclusions:   

All new parliamentary boundaries will be updated by the Electoral Services team ahead of publishing the revised 

electoral register on 1 December 2023. 

A revised Polling Place Order will be approved by Full Council.  
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